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Let's go glamping

2 L

Phatos courtesy of Tammie Dooley.

Top, Judy Brill's “glamping” grounds.
Above, the Tulsan relaxes in her luxury
tent.
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Go camping in glamour and comfort,

Tulsa style.

MORE AND MORE haby boomers are retir-
ing and going back to nature afrer decades
of material excess.

But they're no longer interested in
crawling in and our of a small tent, sleep-
ing on the ground, scrounging up a meal
over a zinch bumer and deploying the
grunge lock for thar week in the wilder-
ness.

Yer camping still holds the same nos-
talgic allure and is an affordable way two

L. vacation, though, unfortunately, it still has

many women digging in their 3-inch heels
against it,

Meet Tulsa's own Judy Brill, fly-fishing
diva, fashionista and decorator extraordi-
naire. Brill also was one of three featured
gardeners this year for the Tulsa Garden
Club’s Spring Event, sharing Tulsa's best
residential gardens with the pu.l:Ii.c.

She has news for these women and for
all the men out there who want to cmp
but cant (or dont want to) hack the
roughing-it part anymore,

They should oy glamping,

Although Brill didn't invent the term
— she first heard it on a national morn-

ing news show — she may have made it
doable for just about anyone.

Just what is glamping? Upscale camp-
ing in which a tent large enough o walk
through replaces the pup rent, bedding
rakes the place of the sleeping bag, a beau-
tiful rug covers the plastic ground floor
and campers use real barware instead of
plastic cups. In short, it makes camping
more clvilized.

For Ball, it's become the only way w0 go.

“The way | camp, who wouldn't love
it?" she says. "With some planning and
organization, it can be done on a shoe-
string, offers the best of the owdoors
with the comfores of your own heme and
secures you the right to stories and adven-
tures thatll have all your frends’ jaws
dropping at your adventurous spirit.”

Every summer, Brill and her husband,
Steve, spend 15 days or better in a remote
part of Wyoming, There, Brill has honed
the art of glamping.

“It takes no more thought or planning
than any other camping trip now that Tve
done it a few times,” she says.

And while this particular trip is the lon-
gest of the season, they head 10 Greenleal
State Park in Muskogee several weekends
during the fll

“We don't do this once a year and then
store everything,” she says. “We're heading
out 10715 rimes 2 year and wanting more.
[ don't expect everyone would want w
glamp as much as we do; then again, it
gets in your blood. T do expect there are a
lot of people who would enjoy doing this
once or twice a year, and I highly recom-
mend you try it my way at least once”

Her way sarted with a tent large
cnough in which to stand upright, a
queen-size bed on a stand and indoor/
outdoor carpeting to cover the tent's plas-
tic floor.

“Besides (being) highly unglamorous,
crawling around on your hands and Jmees
isn't well suited for aging bodies,” she
says.

The bed on a stand means storage



space undemeath, which she hides with a
dust ruffle.

A comforter set; high-thread-count cot-
ton sheets; appropriate blankets for the
weather forecast; and a small needlewerk
throw pillow of their bulldog, Jerry
Lee, who doesnt accompany them w
Wyoming, dress up the bed.

To cover the tent floor, the couple first
used indoorfoutdoor carpeting. Then, a
few years ago, Brill scored a s20 oriental
rug at a discount store,

“That's about when this whole thing
really began to gel,” she says. They added
acrylic barware for sipping champagne
and relreshing summer cocktails. By test-
ing a few recipes in their home kitchen,
the standard camp-out menu was altered
to include a nightly gourmet dinner
“With a bit of prep at home, we enjoy
delicious dinners that run the gamut from
salmon in hasil créme sauce 1o steak with
roasted vegetahles.”

Ower the years, they've learned what
wiorks and whar doesn't.

“There is no way to duplicare all the
comforts of your home,” Brill says. "What

would be the poimt? But you can make
the enjoyment of the outdoors truly plea-
surable.

“The sense of peace | gain from time
in the outdoors far outweighs any effort
expended. It's the best vacaton money
can buy.” B

EDITOR'S NOTE: Tammiz Dooley is a Tulsa-
bused freelance umiter. Find her online ar ww
SoloRoud Trip.com,
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Brill and her husband, Steve, count
fiy fishing among their favorite
glamping activities.

TulsaPeople.com
For a list of additimal%ﬁ Brill recammends
for glamping, visit the Life & Style section.

We're known for sports, but you'll
find there's more to love about
Fayetteville. Relax at one of our

NOT EVERY FACEMASK COMES
WITH A PENALTY.

local spas or treat yourself to
some of Northwest Arkansas'
best shopping. When the stores
close, discover the restaurants,
bars and live music waiting on
Dickson Street. For the sports fan,
pampered personality or party
animal - there's always something

to cheer about.

Are you feeling Fayetteville?

For a full listing of events, visit our website.
B

Pamper yourself at one of 15 local spas.
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